
from the statement the discussion pro¬
ceeded upon the basis of two funda¬
mental propositions, namely, that the
tjnitcd States and the Allies should
facilitate the importation into Holland
of foodstuffs) and other commodities
required to maintain her economic life,
and that Holland should restore her
merchant marine to a normal condition
of activity.

"It was the task of the negotiators
'o develop a specific application of
these propositions which would be ac¬

ceptable to the government ; concerned.
"Early in January, 1918, the negotia¬

tors came to an understanding which
was embodied in a tentative agreement
wVch was submitted to the govern¬
ments cor.crrr.cd in order that, n* ac¬

ceptable, it might be ratified, or. if un¬

acceptable, a counter proposal might be
made.

Proposal fron Holland

"The negotiations 'becoming pro¬
longed, the Dutch delegates proposed,
10 order that their -diips might sooner

i.r nut into remunerative service, that
Dutch tonnage lying idle in American
waters should, with certain exceptions,
he immediately chartered to the I'nited
States for periods not exceeding ninety
dny¡¿. This proposai was accepted by
the United States government, and on

January 25, 1918, the Dutch Minister at

Washington handed to the Secretary of
State of the I'nited States a note ex¬

pressing the terms of the temporary
chartering agreement and his govern¬
ment's acceptance thereof.
"This agreement provided, among

other things, that 100,000 tons of Dutch
shipping should at the discretion of the
United States be employed partly in the
service of Belgian relief and partly for
Switzerland on sate conduct to Cette,
France, and that for each ship sent to

Holland in the service of Belgian re¬

lief a corresponding vessel should leave
Holland for the United States. Two
Dutch ships in the United States ports
with cargoes of foodstuffs were to pro¬
ceed to Holland, similar tonnage being
sent in exchange from Holland to the
United States for charter, as in the
rase of other Dutch ships lying in the
United States ports.

Dutch Government, Balked
"The agreement was explicitly tem¬

porary in character, and, being de¬
signed to meet an immediate situation,
prompt performance was of the essence.

The Dutch government at once dis¬
closed, however, that it was unwilling
or unable to carry cut this chartering
agreement which it had itself proposed.
The first desire of the United States
was to secure at once shipping, as con¬

templated by the agreement, to trans¬
port to Switzerland foodstuffs much
needed by the state.
"One difficulty after another was,

however, raised to postpone the char¬
tering of Dutch ships for Swiss relief,
nnd although the reason was never for¬
mally expressed, it was generally
known that the Dutch shipowners
feared lest their ships should be de¬
stroyed by German submarines, even

though on an errand of mercy and
though not traversing any of the so-

called 'danger zones' proclaimed by the
German government.

"That this fear was not wholly unjus¬
tified has unhappily been shown by the
recent act of the German government in
sinking the Spanish ship Sardinero out¬
side the 'danger zone' when carrying a

cargo of grain for Switzerland, and
after the submarine commander had
ascertained this fact by an inspection
ojf the ship's papers.

Threat From Germany
"In respect of Belgian relief, the

Dutch government expressed its pres¬
ent inability to comply with the agree¬
ment, on the ground that the German
government had given Holland to un¬

derstand that it would forcibly prevent
the departure from Holland of the cor¬

responding ships, which under the
agreement were to leave coincidentally
for the United States. The Dutch gov¬
ernment even felt itself unable to se¬

cure the two cargoes of foodstuffs
which under the agreement it was per¬
mitted to secure, since here again the
German government intervened and
threatened to destroy the equivalent
Dutch tonnage which under the agree¬
ment was to leave Holland for the
United States.
"Nearly two months have elapsed

since the making of the temporary
chartering agreement, and the pro¬
posed general agreement has laid even

longer without reply on the part of
Holland. Meantime, German threats
have grown more violent, with a, view
to preventing any permanent agree¬
ment and of forcing Holland to violate
ar.y temporary agreemnt.
"On March 7. through Great Britain,

a final proposal, expiring on the 18th,
was submitted to Holland. A reply has
been received, which, while in itself un¬

acceptable, might under other condi¬
tions have served as a basis for fur¬
ther negotiations.

Holland Without Free Will

"But the events to which I have
alluded had served to demonstrate con-

clusively that we have been attempting
to negotiate where the essential basis
for an agreement namely, the meet¬
ing of free wills- is absent. Even
were an agreement concluded, there is
lacking that power of independent ac-

tjon which alone can assure per¬
formance.

"I say this not in criticism of the
Dutch government I profoundly sym¬
pathize with the difficulty of her posi¬
tion under the menace of a military
power which has in every way demon¬
strated its disdain of neutral rights.
But, since coercion does in fr.ct exist,
no alternative is left to us but to ac¬

complish, through the exercise of our
indisputable rights ns a sovereign, that
which is so reasonable that in other
circumstances we could be confident of
accomplishing it by agreement.

"Steps are accordingly being taken to
put into, our Bcrvic.1 Dutch shipping

lying within our territorial jurisdic¬
tion. This action on our part and the
similar action which is being taken by
governments associated with uo leaves
to Holland ample tonnage for her do¬
mestic and colonial needs. We have in¬
formed the Dutch government that her
colonial trade will be facilitated and
that she may >:' once send ships from
Holland to secure the bread cereals
which her people require. These ships
will be freely bunkered and will be
immune from detention on our part.

Nieuw Amsterdam Not Held
"The liner Nieuw Amsterdam, which

came within our jurisdiction under an

agreement for lier return, will, of
course, be permitted at once to return
to Holland.'
"Not only so, but she will be author¬

ised to carry back with her the two
cargoes of foodstuffs which Holland
would have secured under the tempo¬
rary chartering agreement had not Ger¬
many prevented. Ample compensation
will be paid to the Dutch owners of the
ships which will be nut into our ser¬
vice, and suitable provision will be
made to meet the possibility of ships
being lost through enemy action.

"It is our earnest desire to safeguard
to the fullest extent the interests of
Holland and of her nationals. By ex¬

ercising in this crisis our admitted
right to control all property within our

territory we do no wrong to Holland
The manner in which we proposed to
exercise this right and our proposals
made to Holland concurrently there¬
with cannot, I believe, fall to evidence
to Holland the sincerity of our friend¬
ship toward her."

Rotterdam Ship Owners
Do Not Trust the Allies
[Sta tj Correspondence]

(Tribune Cabio .Service)
ROTTERDAM, March 20. Rotterdam

ship owners express disbelief that Eng¬
land or America will be able to replace
torpedoed tonnage after the war, and
demand adequate compensation in
money. Uneasiness is felt concerning
the position of Dutch crews in Am«r-
ican ports.

40 Dutch Ships Here
To Be Placed Under j

U. S. Flag To-day
Up to a late hour last night no step

had been taken by the Federal authori-
tie to gain physical possession of the
forty Dutch vessels lying in the Port
of New York under the President's
proclamation authorizing their seizure.
A member of the Shipping Control

Board, which is to supervise the trans-
fer, declared that nothing would be
done to place the vessels under the
American flag until to-day.
Guards have been on the liners for

a week and they have been stripped
of most of their crews, so that the
actual transfer will be a simple proc-

| ess. Naval officers will go on board
each vessel, notify its commander that
it is taken over in the name of the
American government and hoist the
American flag at its masthead. An in¬
ventory of cargo, machinery and equip-
ment will then be taken.
The Dutch seamen on board at the

time of the seizure will receive suffi-
cient time to make arrangements for
quarters elsewhere before they will be
reauired to leave.
The forty vessels here represent a

total of 200,000 tonnage. This includes
the largest Dutch ship here, the Ryn-
dam, of 12,000 tons, but does not. take
in the liner Nieuw Amsterdam, which
will be permitted to leave under a spe¬
cial arrangement.
The locations of the vessels are wide-

ly scattered. There are ten in the
North River, ten along the. Brooklyn
waterfront, and the rest at Hoboken,
Bayonne, Jersey City, Long Island City
and Yonkers.

Dutch Are Bitter
Against Allies for

Ship Seizure Plan
LONDON, March 20. .The Reuter

correspondent at The Hague says that
the Second Chamber to-day debated the
shipping question, and the Premier, Dr.
Loudon, in a further statement, ex-
plained that his government had first
intended to resist the associated pow¬
ers' demand, and only arrived at a con¬
ditional agreement out of consideration
for the imperative interests of pro¬
visioning the country, providine raw
materials for industries, and with re¬
gard for the interests of the fleet and
the colonies. He admitted yesterday
that this decision was unlikely to he
accepted by the Allied governments.
The government itself, said the Pre¬

mier, must bear the responsibility for
the decision, which could not he trans¬
ferred' to the Parliament. The min¬
isters only regretted that they had not
previously consulted the party leaders
or the House.

Surveying the course of the negotia¬
tions, Dr. Loudon emphasized the nec¬

essity of Holland saving her merchant
fleet, which was vital for the colonies,
and taking care that it was not driven
from the Eastern seas. Obviously, he
continued, once the Dutch ships were

requisitioned, Germany would oppose
their sailing, and he concluded by an¬
nouncing that when Germany demand¬
ed an exchange of vessels, the Dutch
government had immediately notified
the American government, that it would
be impossible for Holland to provide
vessels for the Belgian relief service.
The speakers who followed the Pre¬

mier expressed dissatisfaction with the
conduct of the negotiations, but were

most bitter against the associated gov¬
ernments.
"By acting as we have," said Jonk-

hecr de Savornin Lohman, "we have
lost our right to compensation if a ves-
sei is destroyed."
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American Gas
Shells Silence
Teuton Guns

Four Different Attacks Suc¬
cessful on Toul

Front

Patrols Explore
Foe's First Line

Irish Regiment, Probably
69th, Heavily Bombard¬

ed by Germans

By Tlio Aíso'-iatc-l Press!
WITH THE AMERICAN ARMY IN

FRANCE, March 19..American artil¬
lery on the Toul front has heavily at¬
tacked the Germans with gas shells
during the last day or so, it is now per¬
mitted to announce. Four different at¬
tacks were launched, and from the
manner in which the enemy was si¬
lenced it is evident they had the da-
sired effect.
During one period when the Ameri¬

can gas shells were flying over the
enemy lines last night a German air¬
plane with a red tail light appeared
over the American lines and dropped a
red rocket, for what purpose is not
known. However, shrapnel from Amer¬
ican anti-aircraft batteries burst so
near the German immediately after¬
ward that he was forced to fly for his
own lines in a hurry.
Last night fhe enemy observation

tower and positions on Montsec were
shelled heavily and a heavy fire was

directed against the enemy lines this
morning.
At noon to-day the enemy opened a

lively lire on one of the American po¬
sitions with 37-millimetre guns from
the cemetery at Richecourt. The Ameri¬
can guns of the same calibre came into
action, ami after they had fired fifty
shells the Germans ran from the posi¬
tion and took their guns with them.
The American guns then shelled the
village at Lahayville, where two heavy
explosions, apparently of munition
stores, were caused.
The German artillery directed most

of its attention to dropping a few gas
j shells into one or two towns within the
American lines and shelling a cross-
roads known as Death's Corner during
the dav and nicht.
Last night American patrols entered

the German front lines at two points,
but did not see a single enemy soldier,
although they hunted some time. An¬
other patrol remained in the enemy
wire entanglements all night, hoping
to ambush an expected enemy party,
but it did not appear. A third patrol
party was discovered by the Germans,
who hurled hand grenades and forced
the Americans to withdraw. Still an¬

other established contact with an

enemy patrol and a few shots were ex¬

changed. The Americans came through
unscathed, but it is not known what
happened to the Germans.
Many airplanes were up until it be¬

gun to rain, at noon. One airplane
from the rear of the American lines
drove off two Boche machines after a

battle in and out of the clouds. An¬
other airplane was engaged against a
German when a second German joined
in the fight. A second friendly airman
came up to assist, but it was too late,
for the airplane the Americans hoped
would be victorious fell to the ground
within the enemy lines.
On the sector east of Luneville the

artillery continues ¡fctive and a few
American patrols have reached the
enemy lines. One party encountered
an enemy patrol and forced the Ger-
mans to withdraw after a sharp skir-
mish.
A certain Irish regiment was bom-

barded heavily to-day with big shells,
j Reports from both the Luneville and
Toul sectors say that more German gas
projectile batteries have been discov-
ered and blown to bits by the American
gunners.

11 is permitted to conjecture that the
Irish regiment mentioned is the old
"Fighting 69th," now reorganized f¡3

the 165th.

Baker, Under Fire,
Looks Over Top
AtNoMan9sLand

Continued from page

Americans' shooting was better than
that of the enemy, and seemed greatly
pleased at the emphatic reply: "Yes,
it is."

Mr. Baker entered dugouts and in-
spected other features of trench war¬
fare as far as possible, being given
miniature demonstrations of every¬
thing experienced in the American sec-
tor. His determination not to over¬
look anything frequently compelled the
general to exercise restraint.

Returning to the trench, Mr. Baker
encountered a working party laying
duckboards. He saw a hammer lying
in the mud, stooped over, picked it up
and handed it to a soldier.
"Yon need not do that, sir," said the

man.

"Well, the mud is so deep that I
thought it might get lost," said Mr.
Baker.

Sees American Buried

Returning, the Secretary saw a little
roadside cemetery, where are buried
Americans who have fallen in that vi¬
cinity. Over it floated the tricolor.
Nearby were a few French civilians,
who wore decorating the graves. He
entered the cemetry, and with grave,
sad face read the names on the sim-
pic monuments. While he was. there
a burial squad of Americans marched
in with the body of a corflrade. The
Secretary halted, turned back and
stood with bared, bowed head while the
body of his compatriot was laid at
rest, with simple military rites, in a

foreign land.
Later Mr. Baker visited a hospital

and spoke with the wounded. He in¬
quired about their wounds, how they
were received, and how the men wero
feeling, and gave a cheery word to each,
reassuring them that fine weather
would Boon arrive to hasten their re¬
covery. One man remarked that, he
had received the French War Cross,
but could not wear it because the reg¬
ulations forbade it.

"I now give you authority to do so,"
said Mr. Baker.
Another wounded man said proudly:

"My lieutenant won the War Cross."
"A fine, good officer," said the Secre¬

tary.
Visit» Archie Roosevelt

There was an impressive incident
during the trip from the place where
Mr. Baker spent the night to the front.
A battalion, including men from Ohio,
had been drown up in the village in

¡. .' .1, dm -.iii".i Columna <,r m xl Sun-
¦i.. '. TmImiim linder 'Turm« i.iiij SulMirt.

un lióme»" I'/' I'llAX opportunity,.AUvi.

Casualties Among OurMen
Serving With Gen. Pershing

WASHINGTON, March 20. First
Lieutenant Frederick 0. Klakring is
the only officer appearing in to-day's
:asualty lÍ3t of thirty-seven names. He
was wounded slightly.
To-day's list shows three men were

killed in action; two died of wounds;
two died of accidents; eight died of
disease; five wounded severely, and
seventeen wounded slightly.
The list follows:

Killed in Action
HUGHES, Rüssel G., corporal.
MILES, Georgq H., corporal.
MITCHELL. Edward, corporal.

Died of Wounds
CULP, Lloyd, private.
PROISL, Frank, private.

Died of Accident
SMITH. John S., private.
WILLIAMS, George, private.

Died of Disease
TERUEL, Major, pneumonia.
ADDAMS, John V., private, pneumonia.
CLARK, Wtnton, private, pneumonia.

which it was billeted. The Secretar;
reviewed the battalion and, calling th<
men about him, gave an informal
friendly talk.
This afternoon Mr. Baker visited th«

headquarters of another division. Wort
of his coming had preceded him, ant

both American and French infantry anc

cavalry were drawn up to receive him
while the trumpets sounded. This
place is within sound of the guns
which, in fact, he heard most of the
day. Later, he went into a portion of
the trenches held by this division.
Mr. Baker also visited Captain

Archie Roosevelt in the hospital, and

congratulated him on winning the
Cross of War.

Yesterday afternoon the Secretary
witnessed an especially arranged bat-
tic man.uvre at a certain big train-
ing camp. There were demonstrations
of the attack, the attainment of the

! objective, the accompanying gunfire
and other realistic features. When it
was concluded the Secretary wrote to
the commanding general this message:
"With the compliments of the Secre¬

tary of War on the completeness of the
manoeuvre." The message was sent by
carrier pigeon.

I Later Mr. Baker visited a French di-
visional commander, who complimented
the American t.roons hiirhlv for their

hearing and aptness in training.
During the day the Secretary me

the man who captured the first Ger
man. The helmet of the prisoner \va

presented to him. Mr. Baker accepte!
the helmet with a few words of thanks
hut later said the gift was too preciou:
to keep, and that he meant personall;
to present it to the mother of the mai

who had given it to him.

"Nation Behind
You," Says Baker
To the Rainbows

illy 'Plus Associated Press]
WITH THE AMERICAN ARMY IN

FRANCE, March 20..The first division
of the A.merican expeditionary force tc
arrive in France was addressed by Sec¬
retary of War Baker to-day.

"it would seem more fit," said the
Secretary, "and 1 should much prefer,
instead of addressing you, to listen to

your experiences. Your division has
the distinction of being the first to
arrive in France. May every man in
your ranks aim to make the first divis¬
ion the first in accomplishment. With
you came a body of marines, those

well-diciplined, shipshape soldiers in
the navy.
"Yours was the first experience in

being billeted and in all the initial
details of adjusting yourselves to the
new and strange conditions. In this,
as in developing a system of training,

j you were the pioneers blazing the way,
while succeeding contingents could
profit bv your mistakes.
"Day after day, and week alter ween

you had to continue the hard
drugery of instruction which is nec¬

essary to proficiency in modern war.

You had to restrain your impatience
to go into the trenches under General
Pershing's wise demand for that thor¬
oughness/ the value of which you now

appreciate as aa result of actual ser¬

vice in the trenches.
Cites Value of Training

"If sometimes the discipline seemed
wearing, you now know you would
have paid for its absence with your
lives.
"When your division arrived, it was

regular only in name, judged by the
high standard set by our Regular Army.
Some fiO per cent of the privates were

recruits and even a larger percentage
of the oflicers came from the reserve.
Had we chosen, we could have sent to
France at the outset a veteran regular
contingent.

Was In Line With Plans

While this might have been a sourse
of momentary gratification, it was con-

trary to the long view of our responsi¬
bility in giving adequate military assis-1
tance to the Allies and out of keeping,
with the broad plan of our staff to use;
our professional soldiers of all grades
in training a large army which should]
have units of even quality or efficiency
in order to assure dependability upon
all parts, which is a requisite to suc¬

cessful action.
"If 1 had any advice to give, it is to

strike hard and shoot straight, and I
would warn you at the same time
»gainst any carelessness, any surren¬
der to curiosity which makes you a

mark needlessly. The better you are

trained tin- more valuable is your life
to your country as a tighter who seeks
ici make the soldier of the enemy,
rather than yourself, pay the supreme
price of war.
"On every hand 1 am 'old that you

are prepared 'to fight to the end,' and
1 see t hi « spirit in your faces. De¬
pend upon us at home to stand by you
in a spirit worthy of yon.

"Another early arrival among the
division whs that from New England,
which in common with all other divis¬
ions, whether regular. National Guard
or National Army, are part of the ho¬
mogeneous national forces.
"From the day of my arrival in

France I have been hearing the praise
of the New England division, which has
made good in its initial experience in
the trenches."

fly Tlin Associated Press 1 .

WITH THE AMERICAN ARMY IN
FRANCE, March Ü0..Secretary of War
Kaker continued his inspection in the
;.one of advance to-day in a cold rain,
ever heavy roads and under generally
uncomfortable conditions. The pro¬
gramme included visits to certain
divisional headquarters that had noi:

GIBSON. Hugh L., private, pneumonia.
LEACH, Larkin, private, urtemio.
LEBAN, Ronald, private, pneumonia.
MAYLAND, Louis, private, cerebral spinal

fever.
RASSBACH, Fred J., sergeant, pneumonia,

Severely Wounded
ABBOTT, Otto C, corporal.
HORTON. Karl, privat?.
HUNTINGTON, John C, private.
KOSTENSKY. Leonard, private.
PAULSON, Peter, private.

Slightly Wounded
KLAKRING, Frederick O., first lieutenant.

BEALE, Robert D., private.
DEAN, Byron H., private.
FLOURNEY, Clarence, private.
GERARD, Donald A., private.
HALL, Leroy B., mechanic.
HOOVER. Charles J., cook.
HOKE, John H.. private.
HUNT, Donald A., private.
LANGSTON, Berry W., corporal.
LEIB, Robert R., private.
MARSHALL, Ollie Q., corporal.
M'KAY, Crumley* C, private.
MYERS, Orten E., private.
VAN DE MARK, Ernest, private.
WELLS, Fremont S., private.
ZEMAN, Louis A., sergeant.

previously been inspected and confer¬
ences with various high officials,.

In an informal address to the Rain¬
bow Division, oficially known as the
42d Division, the Secretary took occa¬

sion to explain to the army, as well as

to the people of America, the reasons
for the military secrecy which deprives
the soldiers and the population at home
of news of each other during the pres¬
ent stage of the preparations.
"While it was in training at home I

saw a good deal of the Rainbow Divi¬
sion," said the Secretary. "Then- one

day it was gone to France, where it
disappeared behind the curtain of
military secrecy which must be drawn
unless we choose to sacrifice the lives
of our men for the sake of publicity.
The enemy's elaborate intelligence sys¬
tem seeks at any cost to learn the
strength, the preparedness and the
character of our troops. Our own in¬
telligence service assures us that the
complete knowledge of our army in
France which some assume to exist
does not exist. At least, we would
make him work for his information and
spare no pains to keep him as confused
as nossihle.

"If we were to announce the identity
of each unit that conies to France then.
we would fully inform him of the num¬
ber and the nature of our forces. Pub-
lished details about any division are

most useful to expert military intel-
ligence officers in determining the
state of the division's training and
the probable assignment of the cliyi-
sion to any section.
"Hut now it is safe to mention cer¬

tain divisions which were first to ar¬
rive in Franco and have already been
in the line. This includes the Rainbow
Division, famous because it, is repre¬
sentative of all parts of the United
States, which, however, as a military
unit, is to be judged only by its effi¬
ciency against the enemy, regardless of
its origin. At the same time, this
division should find in its character an

inspiration to the esprit do corps and
general excellence. It should be con¬
scious of its mission as a symbol of
national unity.
"The men of Ohio I know as Ohioans,

and I am proud that they have been
worthy of Ohio, A citizen of another
¡state represented in this division will
find himself equally at home in some
¦other group of this division, and the
gauge of this state's pride will be the
discipline of that group as soldiers, its
conduct as men, its courage and skill
in the trenches.
"You may learn more than war in

Prance; you may learn lessons from
France, whose, unity and courage have
been a bulwark against that sinister
force whose character you are learning
in the trenches. The Frenchman is,!
first of all, a Frenchman, whicn stimu-
lates rather than weakens his pride in
Brittany as a Breton, in Lorraine as a
Lorrainer, and his loyalty and affection
for his own town or village and his
home. In truth he fights for his fam¬
ily and his home when he fights for
France and civilization against the
principle of the ruthless conquest of
people, of other races and culture.
"Thus you will fight best and serve

best by being first an American, with
no diminution of your loyalty to your
state and your community.

'"'Though you have come three o*-
four or five thousand miles to the bat-
tie-ground of France you, too. are fight¬
ing for your home, for your family, for
all that you value as men and for fut-
ure generations in this conflict, whose
influence, no part of the world can re-
s ist and whose result is the concern
of every human being in the world.
With us at home the development of
a new national unity seems a vague
process compared to the concrete proc¬
ess you are undergoing. You are
uniting East, West, North and South in
action. We aim to support you with

1p.11 our resources to make sure that you
do not ficht, in vain.

"I thought you marched well and
drilled well when I last saw you, but
what I have seen of you to-day gives
me a new standard of comparison. The
mark of the thorough system of oui
army in France is upon you. I feel
you have nil grown to greater manhood
and that the steel of your spirit now!has the fighting edge. To your rela-
fives scattered over the states I send
the message that you are well led andthat you want for none of the supplierand for no attention which safeguards!
your health. Your own communities
and the nation as a whole may be
proud of your good conduct and cleanliving, which go with clean, hard fight¬ing and the principles for which vonfight."

France to Conscript
Labor for Farming

WASHINGTON. March 20..France s
preparing to mobilize farm laborers,
and, according to an official dispatch
to-day, men of Allied and neutral na-
tionality between the ages of fifteen
and fifty will be included in the requi-sition. Exception is made in the bill
submitted to the Chamber of Deputiesin the cases of men under the control
of the French or Allied armies.

6,000,000 Tons
Sunk in Year,
Geddes Asserts\

Continued from page 1

quate supply of men and material. In
the fourth quarter of 1917 the foreign
construction was 512,000 tons, he
stated, giving a total output of 932,000
tons, while the losses in the same
period were 1,200,000 tons, which were
'the lowest since the intensive subma¬
rine war began.

Britain's Average Losses

j Great Britain had lost on the aver-

iage 260,000 tons monthly during the last
quarter of 1917 and had built 140,000
tons monthly, the First Lord announced.
British shipping had suffered the most,
he pointed out, but the British had
contribu'ted the greatest naval effort
of the Alliea and had sustained the
greates'. attack, and should not bemoan
their scars.

Sir Eric declared that the German
statement of the Allied shipping loss-
es for January was an exaggeration of
113 per cent. Since he had shown up
these grossly false returns for pre-

I vious months, he added, the German
statement had not been issued and was

I overdue.
The First Lord's figures on the world's

tonnage were reached after deducting
lake craft and a considerable amount
of small craft. His figures on the
tonnage sunk included vessels dam¬
aged and ultimately abandoned. The
figures on losses included those due
both to enemy action and marine risks.
The head of the Admiralty empha¬

sized the importance of the gradual
withdrawal of men from the army for
the shipyards, so that the army should
not be impaired and that men might be
replaced by efficient substitutes. The
yards were gradually getting from the
army all the skilled and semi-skilled
shipyard men, he said, but there was
still a considerable deficiency in the
requirements of the shipyards which
must be filled by newly truined men by
dilution and bv cradinc un.
The output of repair work, continued

Sir Eric, had increased in February,
1918, as compared with August, 1917,
by 80 per cent; ten times more naval
craft were (locked for repairs in the
last quarter of last year than in peace
lime, and mere than ",000 ships were
dealt with in that period. The men so

employed might have produced 500,000
tons of merchant shipping if they had
been engaged in building.
The three main factors in the build¬

ing problem, said the speaker, were,
first, patrol and other craft to destroy
submarines and safeguard ships at sea;
second, salvage and repair work; third,
the building of new merchant ships.
It would bo simply providing sheep
for the butcher's knife to put all the
industry's energies into the building
of new ships, he remarked.

Sir Eric admitted that the die-appoint¬
ing results for the January i nd Fcbru-
aty building gave justifiable «»use for
anxiety. He denied the charge that the
Admiralty was an ungancrous god-
mother to merchant shipping The
naval service, he declared, had often
subordinated its interests to merchant
shipping. ,

The dro i in the curve of merchant
tonnage louses was attributed by the
speaker mainly to the efficiency of the
patrol and anti-submarine ciaft and to
the valuable convoy work of ether ves-
sels.
The output of guns and ammunition

in 1917 wa3 nearly double that of the
previous year and the outnu- of air¬
planes was two and one-h-ilf times as

large, wuile arrangements were in
p: ogress earing 1917 providing for
great increases this year.
The First Lord deferirle 1 the ship¬

ping controller and the Admiralty
against charges that shipbuilding had
been dela/ed by changes in the designs
of ships on the stocks. The reasons
tor the changes were, he sari, to secure
increased speed that submar.-no attacks
might be evaded, to secure greater
comfort for the crews, to simplify the.
designs, to convert ships Into oil tank¬
ers and to provide additional heavy
gun mountings

Ex-Premier Asquith, welcoming the
publication of the shipping output and
the losses, said that so far from dis
quieting the country or giving in¬
formation to the enemy, it would have
'he best possible effect in regularizing
the position and enabling the country
to face the facts without panic or
suspicion.
March Wearing First

of Chevrons for Service
WASHINGTON, March 20. Major

General Match, acting chief of staff,
appeared at his office to-day with a

small single chevron on the sleeve of
his uniform blouse, the first appear¬
ance in Washington of tlus newly
adopted mark of actual sen ice at the
front. The single V-shaped mark on
the lower sleeve indicates :iix months'
actual service at the front, and officers
and men are entitled to wear the deco¬
ration and additional chevrons for sub¬
sequent periods of front line service.

Soldiers to Cable Daily
The families of the men of the 77th,

now at Camp Upton, will be kept in al¬
most constant touch with the condition
of th.e men when they go to France, if
a plan suggested by Colonel John R.
Kelly, of the 304th Field Artillery, is
adopted.Families will bo formed into organi-
zations, with branches geographically
distributed through the city. To these
organizations the brigade, as a unit,
will send daily cable messages on the
general condition end specilic injuries
of the men.

Pays to Avoid German
NEWARK:, N. .)., March 20..Edgar

M. Finch received $1,800 a jear as a
teacher in the Kearny high school. To¬
day he signed up as supervisor of the
River Edge schools at a salary of only
$1,500 per annum. The answer is that
in Kearny he had to teach Go.man.

"I hate the German language," he
said. "One of my brother.-; already is
wearing Uncle Sam's uniform. Another
relative will soon don it."

UNTÏL MARCH 31ST
We are Accepting Risks of AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE WITHOUTthe Previously Announced Advance in Rates Until the Above Date

Commercial Union Assurance Co.
FOUNDED 1M1. OFLONimX, KNOI.AND.

World's Largest ücneral Insurance Company
Claims paid by American Branch over $75,000,000

Consult your own Insurance Broker, hut insist upon secur¬
ing a policy with "Protection as Great as the Union.''
E. B. QUACkENBÜSH7General AgentAUTOMOBIXH 1N80RANCE DEIWIITMKNT

92 William Street, New York

JjLY SPRING Suitings at $25
snatch the sheet from the ghost ofHigh-Cost-Of-Dressing. With a
contemptuous "Ba! Baf from the
sheep, they leave you naked of all
excuse for not ordering your
Spring Suit or Topcoat at once.

Being protected by great Reserve Stocks, I am cutting
up All Worsted, not shoddy, sleazy, spongy wool. My
body-gracing fit, thoroughbred style and personal at¬
tention. You deal with the whistle, not with the echo.

Army and Navy I U$0]JUJII&Officers Umforms ^¿S^^^r^^$30 to individual "^ And NavyTailor
Broadway at 39& Stmeasure

20Years On Tins Com«-

Pershing Names
Three to Get First
U. S. War Crosses

Lieutenant Green and Ser-j
géants Norton and Walsh

Decorated

(By Thp Associated Press)
WITH THE AMERICAN ARMY IN

FRANCE, March 19. -General Pershing,
the American commander in chief, has

approved the awarding of the first new

American military crosses for extraor¬
dinary heroism. The recipients are

Lieutenant John O. Green, Sergeant
William Norton and Sergeant Patrick
Walsh.
The crosses were awarded for "ex¬

traordinary heroism in connection with
military opesations against an armed
enemy."

Lieutenant Green probably will stand
oa the records as the first to receive
the honor, for his name is first on the
list of three approved by the com¬

mander in chief.

Exploits Winning Medals
The exploits of these men are de¬

scribed by the general commanding
their division as follows:

"I recommend that the Distinguished
Service Cross be awarded to the officer
and men named hereafter, who distin¬
guished themselves by acts of extraor¬
dinary heroism.
"Lieutenant Green, while in a dug¬

out, having been wounded by an enemy
hand grenade, was summoned to sur¬
render. He re ¡'used to do so. Return¬
ing the fire of the enemy, he wounded
one and pursued the hostile party.

''Sergeant Norton, finding himself in
a dugout surrounded by the enemy,
into which a grenade had just been
thrown, refused to surrender and made
a bold dash outside, killing one of his
assailants. By so doing he saved the
company's logbook.
"Sergeant Walsh followed his com¬

pany commander to.the'first lines in
spite of a severe barruge. The captain
being killed, he assumed command of
the group and attacked a superior
force of the enemy, inflicting severe
loss upon them. Though of advanced
age, he refused to leave the front."
To these recommendations General»

Pershing appended the following:
"The commander in chief approves

the recommendation for awards of
Distinguished Service Cresses. They
are not on hand at present, but will be
forwarded when received and Will be
presented by ^you in the name of the
eommander in chief, with suitable
ceremony."
Lieutenant Green and Sergeants Nor¬

ton and Walsh all have received the
French War Cross, Norton and Walsh
being decorated personally by Premier
Clemenceau on March 3.

Lieutenant Green, ^n artillery officer,
was wounded by shell lire early in
March. Sergeant Norton, a veteran in
service, formerly'resided in Arkansas,
lie was decorated bv Premier Clemen-
eor.u for his act in killing a German
lieutenant and two German soldiers,
lie was challenged by the lieutenant to
leave his dugout and led out his men
fighting.

Sergeant Walsh, formerly of Chi¬
cago, also is a regular army veteran.

4SI Fifth Avenue at 40th Street
iqb Fifth Avenue at 33rd Street
ibi Broad-way, Singer Building
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BUTTON'S
for EASTER

A NEW HOOK, a DAÏNTYPRINT
a BOOK OF DEVOTIONS in an-

tique binding- or just a CARD, but
the quality should be the BEST
631 FIFTH AVENUE
Opposite St. Thomas's Church
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His French decoration was received for
heroism on the Toul sector. He took
command of a detachment in front of
the American wire entanglements when
his captain was killed and continued
the fight. Sergeant Walsh was selected
by General Pershing to act as orderly
to Secretary of War Baker during his
present visit to the American army in
France.

-»-,-

American Flier
Downs Two More

German 'Planes
PARIS. March 19. David E. Putnam

of Brookline, Mass., a decondant of
Israel Putnam and a member of the
Lafayette Flying Squadron, has ju?t
brought down two more German air¬
planes. Putnam also has been pro¬
moted to the rank of Sergeant in the
F?en,ch army. He already has the
War Cross with palms.
On the afternoon of M!nrch 14 Avi¬

ator Putnam attacked three Albatross
monoplanes, bringing down one and
putting other« to flight. The next day
he attacked two two-seated machine?,
one of which crashed to the ground in
flame:--. In each case Putnam was

alone on patrol duty.
This makes four machines with

which Putnam is officially credited.
although he brought down a fifth
machine on a German airdrome. This
was not seen by French observers and,
therefore, was net officially credited.

Noted German Aviator
!s Küled in France

WASHINGTON', March 20..A Pari:
dispatch to-day says the celebrated
German aviator. Captain von Tuschew.
has iust been killed in an air ficht on

the French front. He fell within the
German lines. Twenty-seven victories
were credited to the aviator._
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